Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 04486 141234Z 

43 

ACTION ORM-02 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 10-13 ISO-OO DHA-02 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 

SS-15 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 

PRS-01 AID-05 /080W 

061970 

R 140819Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8968 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 


USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS ADDIS ABABA 4486 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, OAU 

SUBJECT: OAU PRESS RELEASE ON UNHCR ACTIVITIES IN NAMIBIA 

ETHIOPIAN HERALD OF APRIL 14TH CARRIES TEXT OF OAU WARNING 
TO UNHCR. FULL TEXT FOLLOWS: 

"THE STATEMENT MADE ON APRIL 1, 1976 BY THE UNITED NATIONS 

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES THAT ACCORDING TO THE TERMS 
OF HIS MANDATE THE UNHCR STANDS READY TO PROVIDE THESE 
REFUGEES WITH WHATEVER HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE THEY MAY 
REQUIRE' HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY THE OAU WITH GREAT DIS- 
APPOINTMENT. "IT IS A MATTER FOR JGRET THAT THE UNHCR 
HAS NOT CONSIDERED IT WORTHWHILE TO CONSULT THE OAU AND 
THE ENTIRE MEMBERS OF THE NAMIBIA COUNCIL ON THIS MATTER 
BEFORE MAKING ITS DECISION. "IT IS WELL KNOWN TO THE OAU 
THAT THE DECISION OF THE UNHCR TO HELP THE SO-CALLED 
ANGOLAN REFUGEES IN NAMIBIA WAS THE DIRECT RESPONSE TO THE 
REQUEST OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WHICH WAS MADE THROUGH 
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ITS PERMANENT MISSION IN GENEVA TO TJ UNHCR. 
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"WHATEVER THE HUMANITARIAN MOTIVATIONS OF THE UNHCR, IT 
MUST BE Cl F AR THAT ITS ACTION TANT AMOUNTS (SIC) TO A DE 
FACTO RECOGNITION OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN ILLEGAL REGIME IN 
NAMIBIA. 

" SWAPO THE AUTHENTIC REPRESENTSTIVE OF THE NAMIBIA PEOPLE 
RECOGNIZED AS 

SUCH BOTH BY THE OAU AND THE UN EXPRESSED ITS 
FIRM OPPOSITION TO UNHCR'S INTENTION. UNHCR IS WARNED TO 
CALL OFF THIS IDEA AND NOT ALLOW ITSELF TO BE MISLED BY 
SOME PRO-SOUTH AFRICAN DO-GOODERS IN THAT OFFICE.” 

HUMMEL 
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